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Walking to School ‘fEHx @5

When | was a little Kid, | used to read books about kids who would sometimes have to walk to school. My dad
also used to tell stories about how he and my uncle would “walk two miles to school, every day, through rain or
snow.” While | didn’t believe my dad when he told those stories (because my grandma said he was pulling my leg),
it did make me wish that | could walk to school. I thought it would be fun to be able to walk to school like they did
in the stories, but | lived much too far away to even consider walking. So, when | moved to Japan and learned that |
lived close enough to some of my schools to walk to them, | was very excited. So, for the past few years, | have been
walking to some of my schools when the weather is good.

T T EBDHE, PEEICH TS 2 RICHENTITS FEDDFHEP, ERANDEWVED D 250 TH
STEHADOREOFE R E2MESEARAITENTWELZ, TIA, ROERETENDES, &
SEWSERIEREH O XEATLLZ, BOT, HAEITETO S DN DOERDFERE N &> 72 KidH
<HSLELK,

It is fun to walk to school and see my junior high school students riding their bikes to their club activities, and to
hear the bells in the distance from the elementary school students walking to school in their small groups. Now in
America, | don’t think that anyone can walk to school (junior high or elementary school), because it would be too
dangerous. Maybe, if you lived right next to school and your parents walked with you, it would be alright, but I’m
not sure. Also, most people don’t live very close to the school that they attend. | lived 45 minutes by car from my
elementary and middle schools, so | could not walk even if | wanted to. In Naganohara, there aren’t too many people,
but there are four elementary schools and two junior high schools. Therefore, students can walk to school if they
want to, because there is a school that is close to their house.

TR, A B EZBRLBENSHESDIIELNVBDOTY, BEDOY AU BT, fGREVWSEHHT
TEBETTHENTERT S I LR TEEEA. FROTEATHOMN EHRVWAHNTH NS LN
THEAUN, BEALEOTEDITHEBREETETY. Bd/N - PERETHETAS NN 72D THEEL
THHRTEEATL. EFHEOTEDDORIIHRL TEHLIEH D XEAN, NERD AR, PN
2BV, HIDS EBATHTLHENITARNDHD X7,

I think that it is good that students can walk or ride a bike to school in Japan, because it helps to teach indepen-
dence. Even if there are people watching out for the students as they walk, the students are still able to do it them-
selves. Being independent at an early age is a good thing, because it helps teach self-reliance and responsibility. |
wish more people could walk to school in America. But while I’m here, I will continue to walk to school when the
sun shines!
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