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Onsen in Japan ‘HA DG

I love hot baths. Ever since I was little, | would take books into the bath and spend hours just sitting
in the hot water and reading (until my mom or brother yelled at me for hogging the bathroom). So, of
course | like onsens!

When | first came to Japan, | wasn’t sure how | felt about onsens. Onsen in Japan is a very social
event; you get to hang out with friends and soak in the hot springs. These are very different from hot
springs in America, where people go to swim and play rather than bathe and hang out. And when |
first came to Japan, | only went to onsens with my friends from Tsumagoi or Kuni, who were all boys.
They would go into the guy section and sit in there talking for a long time, while | would be by myself
in the ladies section with no one to talk to. But my opinion of onsens changed when | started going to
onsens by myself.

When | am by myself, I don’t have to worry about people waiting for me to hurry up, and | don’t
have to feel left out because the guys are having fun talking amongst themselves. | can soak in the hot
indoor onsen, or go outside to the slightly warmer pool and enjoy the view. And | can enjoy meeting
new people. Recently at Oyu Onsen in Naganohara, | met the grandmother of two of my students. It
made me very happy to be able to talk to her. And, when | go with friends, | have a lot of talking with
them in the onsen.

This past spring vacation, a friend from college came to visit, and my childhood friend was in
Japan, and | got to visit with her too. | took both of them to onsen when they were here, and I’m glad
| got to share this aspect of Japanese culture with them.

T EBOEMNS, AZEFEAATIRMARERHEMICEN D TERITIEE, KOBE
HIFETY, BOTHEA A, BREHRIFETT,

B, HEDERIZEDIDBBHDNERWE LA, 265 DIERIE. HITENDR
MORFEERLDERRDETHEDH DD TITR, FKWEDEALZD TS AU HDOIRR &I
RVAOR LYA D= O

HARIZEZIEIMD oEE, BRICTKDIZVNDBHALTOB K ZEEIEIND TLZ, 51X
B TEREGZLENSBLoRNDZHELATHWELEZN, RIZWNWDODLGTHEITHTED R
SVEDIFE-SBTLAE, TIA, BRICATIHLSELDICE TG, BRICHTZE X
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EB<EDELL,
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