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In Japan, every house I’ve been to and most buildings have a 3XE§. In English, 3§ translates to
“entryway,” but it’s more than that; it is often a small step where you take off your shoes before you go
into the main house. Many professional places have slippers that you can put on as well. The 3XF is a
staple of Japanese architecture, and something that 1’ve gotten used to. So, this Golden Week, when | went
back home to visit my family, | had to get used to not having the 3.

Most families in America don’t have a Japanese style 3XB; so, when you get home, you don’t have to
immediately take off your shoes, unless you want to. Most of the time, my mom would take off her shoes
in her bedroom. Why aren’t 38 more popular in America?

When | started thinking about it, I tried to remember examples of things that are similar to 3XE§. When
I lived in North Carolina, my house had something that acted as a 3Xf; it was called a “mud room.”
Thinking back, I knew many people who had one of these. The mud room was where, after | played
outside, 1 would go to take off my shoes and jacket. But the mud room was really only for me, my siblings,
and my friends; my parents used the main door. Us kids had to use it so we wouldn’t track mud into the
house. That is one of the uses of the 3XB; it is to help keep the house clean. But | think the 3X[§ serves
a different purpose as well; it is the literal barrier between the outside and the inside. It helps keep the two
separate worlds apart. So, | feel in Japan, the 3B has a practical but also symbolic use. So, whenever |
go to visit my family, I will take my shoes off when I go inside, to help keep the two worlds separate (and
so | won’t have to sweep as often).

HATHENBULSELAEBERLCEEAEOEYIZIT KB b0 ET., WETHEEITA
DOEDHENEASNETA, HAD LB 13, ZZOHADOEVWD EFTRERL, £
<OEGE. HRICENDANCHZH<E X >ELAEAR=ZANHDET, LB SHADOHEH
I RNBRVNEDT, AT oNDENTEELLE, BROT, ZOd—=IVT>T 14—
WEBEIZEWICHIFO LZRRE. ZBE OBWAEIRICHMEN D MLEND D L7,

TAYHNDIFEAEDFEICIZHAD IS LB BHDEFHA, FITASDTH, #z
T IR IUINIT RN ENnWDS ZEIEH D R A, RORHIIZNWTWEZ B DEZRET
MEEXT, BRETAUNTIZHADL SR LB NEESRVWOTL LD ?

BEZACHES, N/ =2 70514 FNIFEATWER, FROFIZIT Yy RILb—L4A (&
HE) W EVNOSEEOEOIBEDONHDE Lz, MOFKETHEMANTE L=, v RV
— L3 N TEAZRIZZE I T T EEZR<SEHETY., TIN, Yy BIL—AIFF
EHEHMT, MBIIAA R —2fffoTWE LA, TEBZEZIFOHICIEZKE E IR
IO EOHEEFORTNII/RD FHATLE, FOHEFERITHED., THUT X O
M#EOOEDTY, TIA, TNETF TR, LB BANEAZD T EIITERKRD
REHHS TNDDEERNET, HAOKBEIIEANN DRBWNBERND 5 XD ITEL
F9., BOTHRIZ. YAUNTOERFRIZFR RS, NENDOKFZT HDITHKIZADEE
Bt S EBWET, (RERROFMBETET L)
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